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SAAEYC Mission Statement  

“SAAEYC will lead the way in creating 

opportunities for the ongoing development 

of professionals in advocacy, collaboration, 

and education in support of families and 

communities.” 
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Message from the President 

 
Greetings SAAEYC Members! 
 

 The SAAEYC Board has been busy brainstorming 
our new mission and working on a great conference 
and upcoming events for you, our members.  I am 
excited about positive changes as we transition into 
our role as a Chapter of Texas AEYC.  The sky is the 
limit for meeting the needs of our community and we 
now have the opportunity to focus on your priorities. 
The goals for SAAEYC continue to be helping you 
meet your professional needs and fulfilling your 
interests.  I hope to see everyone excited, passionate, 
and involved as we are the voices of our young 
children. We are collaborating with Pre-K for SA for 
our annual conference; hope to see everyone there as 
we united to bring you the best of early childhood.    

On behalf Of the SAAEYC Board, I would like to send 
a special thank you for being members of SAAEYC 
and for making a difference in the field.   

 

Best Regards,  

Monica Guzman 

SAAEYC President 2016-2017  

 

 

 



Join NAEYC! 
By joining you will ensure brighter futures for San 

Antonio’s young children-and all of us. Since 1926, 
NAEYC has led the way toward a vision of 

excellence in early childhood education. Our nearly 
80,000 members are teachers, administrators, 

parents, policymakers, and community members, 
committed to bringing high quality early education 

and care to all young children.  
 

 

Members! Get Involved… 
Committee Openings… 

Come join a committee and help us make a difference. Some activities may include 
helping to plan and implement “Breakfast of Champions,” becoming actively involved in 

public policy, supporting centers trying to become NAEYC accredited, recruiting new 
members and providing opportunities for member involvement, helping with professional 

development opportunities, and assisting with publications. If you are interested in 
becoming involved, please visit our website at https://saaeyc.wordpress.com/. You can 

find a full list of Committees, by visiting our Committee page. 

We look forward to having you join one of our Committees. 

 

  

 

Send us a star from your program!! 

“Stars of San Antonio” will capture some of the great things going on in classrooms around 

San Antonio. Please email a photo, short description about this great teacher, classroom or 

family to: 

cacastillo@family-service.org 

Attn: SAAEYC Newsletter Stars 

Deadline is the 5th of every month 

We will also use the newsletter to recognize NAEYC Accredited Programs. If you would like 

to send us information about your program and how you have been accredited we would 

love to share it with the community. 
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Friday, March 3

rd
 – 8am – 4pm 17

th
 Annual Diversity Conference - Barshop Jewish 

Community Center 12500 NW Military Hwy San Antonio, TX 78231  
Online Registration Only:     https://goo.gl/Sm7dCo 
 
Saturday, April 1

st
 - 9AM - 3PM DECA Training - Education Service Center Region 20 

1314 Hines Avenue San Antonio, TX 78208 
Online Registration: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/alamo-040117 
 
Friday, April 7th – SAAEYC Pre Conference University Presbyterian Children's Center 
300 Bushnell Ave. San Antonio, TX 78212 6:00PM - 9:00PM  
Online Registration: https://sites.google.com/view/saaeyc2017/home 
 
Saturday, April 8th – 8:30am – 4:30pm - SAAEYC Annual Conference “World of 
Discovery” - Pre-K 4 SA East 5230 Eisenhauer Rd.  San Antonio, TX 78218   
Online Registration: https://sites.google.com/view/saaeyc2017/home 
 
Kids Day in the Park will be held on April 22, 2017 at Rosedale Park form more 
information visit our website @ https://saaeyc.wordpress.com/  

We Want Your Ideas! 
 

Please consider submitting ideas, tips, articles, and photos to the SAAEYC 
newsletter. Submit your ideas! Email cacastillo@family-service.org, or mail to 

Newsletter Ideas-Claudia A. Castillo, SAAEYC, 702 San Pedro, San Antonio, Texas 
78228. Be sure to include your name, address and phone number with your 

submission. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 

 
 

 or for more information, 

contact 210.208. 
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Training Opportunities 
 

 

 
Membership Benefits 

Join Today and Enjoy these Exclusive Member Benefits 

 Free Training Sessions 

 Reduced Rates for National, State, & Local Conferences 

 Educational Grant Award Opportunities 

 SAAEYC Professional Development Awards 

 Journals & Newsletters 

 Access to “Members Only” area of NAEYC’s and TAEYC’s websites 

 Public Policy Updates 

 Professional Development through active involvement on committees and in organizational 

activities. 

 http://www.naeyc.org/membership 
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  Week of the Young Child 
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April 24th to April 28th 2017 
 

The purpose of the WOYC is 
to focus public attention on the needs of young 
children and their families and to recognize the 
early childhood programs and services that meet 

those needs. 
 

WOYC is a time to recognize that children’s 
opportunities are our responsibilities, and to 

recommit ourselves. 
 

Visit www.naeyc.org for information and ideas. 
In San Antonio we honor Children’s Champions 

at a Breakfast, this year we kickoff the week with 
Kids’ Day in the Park. 

 

 

Thank You Early childhood teachers for 
helping children build a learning foundation 

that will get them ready for school and support 
them through their lives. 

Need Ideas to Celebrate the 

Week of the Young Child??? 

Music Monday 

Through music, children develop math, language, and literacy skills, all while having fun and being active! Try this: find the beat to 

connect music, movement and math. Practice clapping, drumming, or stomping to the beat of the music while children count.  

Tasty Tuesday: 

This fun, food-themed day is about more than just cheese and crackers. Cooking together connects math with literacy skills, 

science, and more. With the rise in childhood obesity, you can encourage healthy nutrition and fitness habits at home and in the 

classroom. Try this: measure your ingredients while making your snacks. Ask children if they’d like the same or different amounts 

of each ingredient.  

Work Together Wednesday:  

When children build together they explore math, science concepts and develop their social and early literacy skills. Children can 

use any building materials – from a fort of branches on the playground to a block city in the classroom, or a hideaway made from 

couch pillows at home. Try this: practice organizing blocks by size, building a tower with large blocks on the bottom and little blocks 

on top.  

Artsy Thursday 

Children develop creative, social skills and fine motor skills with open-ended art projects where they can make choices, use their 

imagination and create with their hands. Try this: bring art outdoors! Offer dark and light paper, chalk and pastels and suggest 

children create their own versions of the day and night sky.  

Family Friday 

Engaging and celebrating families is at the heart of supporting our youngest learners. SAAEYC applauds family members’ role as 

young children’s first and most important teachers. Try this: invite parents for a Family Friday breakfast, where children can 

prepare and share breakfast treats with their families! 

Reference: http://www.naeyc.org/woyc 
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Registration now available! To register for the SAAEYC Annual 

Conference please click on the link below. After you register 

payment must be made by check or money order payable to 

SAAEYC. Submit your payment by mail or deliver to ATTN: 

Vanessa J. Rodriguez, SAAEYC 702 San Pedro Ave. San 

Antonio, Texas 78212. Payment must be postmarked no later 

than March 24, 2017.  Please note: **Registration is NOT final 

until FULL payment is received** 

https://sites.google.com/view/saaeyc2017/home 

 

Tips for Having a Successful Conference 
Experience 

 Bring a sweater with you! 
 Parking is free, however, consider car-pooling to the 

conference. Arrive Early!!! 
 Review your conference book and choose the sessions you 

would like to attend. Remember to choose an alternate 
session as classes may fill up quickly. 

 Understand that speakers may unfortunately have to cancel 
their presentations. In the event of a cancellation, SAAEYC will 

make every effort to schedule an alternate session. 
 At the end of each session, you must exchange your 

evaluation for a sticker on your Certificate of Attendance. 
Please see the Room Facilitator. 

 

 The Five Habits of Creative Teachers 

Habit 1: Curiosity 
Curiosity is the cornerstone to learning and creativity. In order to reclaim curiosity as a personal habit—and model the way for others—it’s necessary to embark 
upon a personal investigation to unravel perceptions and conventions that get in the way of an open mindset and enable it. 
Habit 2: Remix: Copy, Transform, and Combine 
To be a great writer, you need to also be a great reader. Practicing the habit of remixing is about embracing a new form of learning and finding your creative voice. It 
allows us to form powerful connections with other people and to engage in social learning. 
Habit 3: Finding Your Tribe 
We all need to find our people. (After all, this MOOC wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for a tribe that came together to solve the creativity in education problem!) 
Connecting to others helps uncover phenomena, patterns, and solutions more quickly— and in ways we might not imagine on our own. Additionally, creative acts 
have a difficult time thriving in isolation. Your tribe can inspire, ask, plant seeds, bear witness, provoke, acknowledge and nurture—all elements of collaborative 
venture. The more clarity a person has around their intention and goals, the easier it is to find a tribe of supporters with similar goals. The bottom line: Our ideas 
need tribes, and we need each other. The more connections we have, the more powerful our creativity becomes. 
Habit 4: Failing and Thriving 
Failing forward is a key habit of creativity. Failing fast, failing intelligently, and learning from those failures makes room for imperfection, iteration, and experiencing 
joy in the process. One of the ways to practice failure is through a "crash and burn" exercise. A crash and burn is an attempt to do something with a 5 percent or 
less chance of success. It might be sending an email to someone who is famous and asking for help on a project or attempting to sew a dress even though you 
don't know how to sew on a button. This exercise allows the learner to stretch their comfort zone and pay attention to their inner "failure" dialogue.  
Habit 5: Reflection 
To engage in continuous reflection, be aware and open, and challenge your assumptions. Share and support while trusting and being vulnerable as part of a 
creative journey within a supportive community. The final element of reflection is to be conscious in the present. This involves making a personal decision to clear 
the clutter and noise and make space within the conscious and subconscious to allow curiosity and creativity to flood in. This action provides the momentum to carry 
individuals down different paths, come full circle and back down the path of curiosity, and enable the other four habits as well. 
A Creative Solution 
The crisis of creativity in education requires creative solutions. Creativity is not a singular skill that can be developed in one way or even several ways. As 
educators, we must create the conditions that allow creativity to flourish in—keeping in mind that creativity will manifest itself differently in every student. One way 
for educators to learn how to create these conditions is to develop a mindset that allows them to be aware of their own creative abilities. This then creates conditions 
for a ripple effect of awareness and appreciation for other forms of creativity. 
 

By Cathleen Nardi, Melissa Goodwin, Tracee Vetting Wolf, Strawberry-Blue Olive, and Maureen Maher Wizel 
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Don’t forget to look for us on 
Facebook! San Antonio AEYC 

 

Bookmark our website: 
https://saaeyc.wordpress.com/ 

 

We are now on Twitter: @saaeyc  

 

https://sites.google.com/view/saaeyc2017/home
https://saaeyc.wordpress.com/


  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      

“The greatest sign of success for a 

teacher ... is to be able to say, 

‘The children are now working as if 

I did not exist.’” –Maria Montessori 
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Build your network! 
 

When you join NAEYC you will 
automatically receive all local, state, 

and regional member benefits (where 
available). Attend local and state 
Affiliate conferences, professional 

development events, and networking 
opportunities, or join an NAEYC Interest 
Forum. Affiliates are leading voices for 

early childhood education in their 
communities or state legislatures. 

 
 

"Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever."  

- Gandhi 

 

The best and 

most 

beautiful 

things in the 

world 

cannot be 

seen or even 

touched ~ 

they must be 

felt within 

the heart. 

~ Helen 

Keller 

 
 

 



 

 

Advocate for Children! 
Join TAEYC, SAAEYC and 

other Early Childhood 
Advocacy Organizations! 

Texans Care for Children                Center for Public Policy Priorities 

Texas KIDS COUNT        Children’s Defense Fund Texas 

Texas Head Start Association       National Women’s Law Center 

Early Care and Education Consortium 

Center for Law and Social Policy 

National Association for the Education of Young 
Children 

 
 

 

  SAAEYC Board of Directors 2012-2013  

Past -President 

Al Ortiz 

aortiz@001@yahoo.com 

 

President 

Monica Guzman 

monicag@fpcsat.org 

 

Treasurer 

Elisa Resendiz 

eresendiz@family-service.org 

 

Secretary 

Mandy Pelletier 

pellma@hotmail.com 

 

 
 

VP of Programs 

Michelle DeLeo 

VPofPrograms@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large –  

Annual Conference 

Debbie J. Vera, PHD 

dvera@tamusa.tamus.edu 

 

VP of Membership 

Claudia Alicia Castillo 

cacastillo@family-service.org 

 

Member at Large –  

Special Projects 

Vlasta Jurkovic 

vjurkovic@alamo.edu 

 
 

President - Elect 

Melissa Williamson 

Larmelwill2003@yahoo.com 

 

Member at Large –  

Community Relations 

Debbie Degollado 

debbied@ymcasatx.org 

 

VP of Advocacy –  

Ana O’Connor 

aoconnor9@alamo.edu 

 

Patricia de Saro 

patricia.desaro@sanantonio.gov  

 

SAAEYC Family Services 

Coordinator 

Vanessa Rodriguez 

vjrodriguez@family-service.org 

 

 
  

 

Change The World! 
 

Partner with NAEYC in education, advocacy, 

and public awareness activities that help to 

increase understanding and support for high-

quality early childhood education among policy 

makers and the public. NAEYC is a leading voice 

for early childhood education to congress and 

other federal entities. 
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